How about an ambulance
switch to turn signal green?

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Ambulances
gettingstuck incrawlingtraf-
fic is a common painful sight
across Bengaluru. Is there a
tech-driven solution to this?
Two tenth-standard stu-
dents of National Hill View
Public School (Banashanka-
ri) — Aditya Chetan Rao and
Neehar Gowda — came up
with a suggestion: Installing
a switch in the ambulance
that allows the driver to turn
the signal green when the ve-
hicle nears a traffic junction!
The suggestion was made
at Ideathon’23-Inter School
Challenge, a student innova-
tion programme by Youth Lea-
dership Summit 2023-24, con-
venor Aisshwarya DKS Heg-
de, as part of ‘Brand Bengalu-
ru’ initiative in which around
50schools participated.
Aditva and Neehar's idea
won them a 40-hour Havard
programme on innovation
and entrepreneurship.
Neehar pointed out that
nearly 50 per cent of trauma
patients in Bengaluru do not
get aid in the golden hour and
30 per cent don’t get an ambu-
lance in the stipulated 30 mi-
nutes that they are supposed
to arrive, because of traffic.
Aditya, citing a survey, said it
takes 29 minutes and 10 se-
conds to cover 10 km in the ci-
ty and that poses a major
hindrance to the emergency
medical service. As a solu-
tion, the two proposed trans-
mitting signals from the am-
bulance to the traffic signal,
sothat thesignal turnsgreen.
“A transmitter will be fit-
ted on the ambulance and it
will transmit a signal once
theswitchisflipped inthedri-
ver’s cabin. The signal would
reach the receiver placed on
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Other ideas that won appreciation

APP FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT:
Another duo that bagged the
Havard programme was Rahul R
and Niyanthra R of grades 11 and
10, Presidency School
(Kasturinagar). They proposed a
waste management app called
‘Ujwala Bengaluru’ which would
connect citizens with the local
waste management with regard
to flower and food waste.

METRO & AUTO: Anarghya
Mahesh and Nidhi Rao from
Presidency School, Banashankari,
mooted 'Sampoorna Samparka',
an app that will have Metro
schedules integrated and will
show the commuters autos
available on different routes
from a metro station, so they can
share and travel together.

TACKLING EXCESS WATER
CONSUMPTION: Rithvik Aditya R
and Hemantha R from SJIR
Kengeri Public School proposed
higher taxes for houses for
excess water consumption and
for industries that release
effluents, increasing water
supply through atmospheric
water generators, opting for
permeable surfaces for roads
and encouraging tap aerators.

SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR STRAYS:
Rohini S Naik & Namratha MN
from St Mark’s Convent
suggested a government-run
animal care centre ‘Suraksha’ for
stray dogs with support from
NGOs and animal rights activists,
an ambulance to transport dogs,
and a sanctuary to care for them.

CLOTHES AND LANDFILLS:
Siddarth B and Niharika Sancheti
from Oakridge International
School found a way to minimise
the daily influx of clothes into
landfills by addressing the issue
at the source. They started an
organisation, RFFC (Revolutionise
Fast Fashion Consumption),
where students collected clothes
to be disposed of from users, and
sorted them into usable, unusable
& disposable categories.

BEATING MENSTRUAL STIGMA:
Leticia Celin Sebastian and
Srinika Mugundan, from Mitra
Academy, suggested installing
menstrual kits in public spaces.
Additionally, they suggested a
concept of public stations or
period pods where a cubicle with
a lady attendant is set up and
has clean water, tissues, a pad
dispenser and an incinerator.

the traffic light and activate
thecircuit. Thelight of thela-
ne with the ambulance will
turn green, while others turn
red. This system can be integ-
rated with Bengaluru’s exis-
ting traffic management sy-

stem—with the GPS installed
in the ambulance, the signals
can sense the proximity of
ambulances. Not just that,
GPS will allow hospitals to be
prepared for patients by the ti-
me they arrive,” said the duo.
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Aisshwarya D K SHegde, convenor of Youth Leadership
summit, IAS officer Shalini Rajaneesh, philanthropist-author
Dr Sudha Murty and others at the ‘Ideathon’ competition
for ‘Brand Bengaluru’ held as part of ‘Youth Leadership
summit 2023-24,’ in Bengaluru on Saturday. oHpHoTO

Innovative ideas
come out of citizens
of tomorrow for
a better Bengaluru

7 schools fight it out
atgrand finale
of Youth Ideathon
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BENGALURU, DHNS

with traffic signals by wire-

less for seamless move-
ment, pink booths in public
places to help menstruating
women, separate system for
disposal of floraland vegetable
waste. These are some of the
ideas generated by students at
inter-school Youth Ideathon
2023 for Brand Bengaluru on
Saturday.

Speaking at the event, Dep-
uty Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar said, “Some excellent
ideas were generated at Youth
Ideathon. We will implement
best ideas, including the ones
on ambulances, pink booths
and separate disposal mecha-
nism for floral and vegetable
wastes.”

In the first stage, 50 schools
were selected. The number of
schoolscamedown to 25in the
secondstage. Finally, 7 schools
were shortlisted for the grand
finalein Bengaluru.

Shivakumar said. “The stu-

Integrating ambulances

dents have given some great
suggestions for Brand Ben-
galuru through youth Idea-
thon.”

“Iwilladvise BBMP commis-
sioner to organise such events
atschool level,” he said.

“Bengaluru’s strength is its
weather, culture and human
resources. Our government
has taken measures to con-
serve Bengaluru’s greenery.
We have prepared the app
‘Hasiru Rakshaka,” under
which students can planttrees
to increase green cover. We
have decided to delegate man-
agementof parkstoresidents,”
hesaid.

“We have failed in many
areas. There is mafia in waste
disposal. Traffic congestion is
worsening as 54 lakh vehicles
come on to theroad every day.
Itisdifficulttowidenroadsand
that leaves us with tunnels as
onlysolution, though it maybe
expensive,” he said.

Sudha Murty, former chair-
person of Infosys Foundation,
ajury for the finale, said, “I am
very happy to see the self-con-
fidence and thought process
among kids here. As part of
the jury, I have a challenge in
selecting the winner.”

Aisshwarya D K S Hegde,
educationistand enterpreneur,
actor Ramesh Arvind and oth-
ers were present.



Students come
up with ideas at
‘Brand B'luru’
Youth Ideathon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Lo e BT

THE inter-school Ideathon
2023 for ‘Brand Bengaluru’,
encouraged youngsters to
suggest ideas for the benefit
of the city Among the ideas
were- Integrating ambulanc-
es to traffic signals wireless-
ly for seamless movement,
pink booths in public places
to help menstruating women
and separate disposal of flo-
ral and vegetable waste.
Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar promised to im-
plement the same.
Addressing the students he
said, the ideas were excellent
and that he would try to bring
it tolife. He opined that school
students have come up with
great suggestions for Brand
Bengaluru. Moreover, the in-
ter-school Ideathon 2023 and
Youth Leadership Summit
2023 have been going on for a
month in the city In the first
stage, 50 schools were selected
from among all applicants.
Further, in the second stage
the number of schools nar-
rowed down to 25. Eventu-
ally, 7 schools were shortlist-
ed for thefinale held at Hotel
Conrad, Bengaluru.
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